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PRESIDENT'S PAGE 


The Michigan Library Association is at work! Most of th 
Committees have met, and have forward looking programs. We ay 
encouraged by their constructive approaches to their particular tas 
and by their willingness to assume responsibilities, At the coung 
meeting on November 29 each chairman presented his committe: 
program and its needs. As usual, one of the problems of the Associ. 
tion is a financial one. To support our activities we need an increase) 
budget. An increased membership list is one way to furnish added 
funds. The membership committee with Lucille Prange as chairma 
is working on this task, but every M.L.A. member is an ex-offig 
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member of that committee, It is up to each one of us to encourag 
ae é ‘ gil . I con 
all other Michigan librarians to belong to our Association, é ; 
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I was a member of the Michigan delegation to the White Hous § , ere 
‘ ; gh z ; : a ‘ 
Conference on Children and Youth. It was a rewarding experienc roc a 
‘: : : of ae legis 

and the Pledge to Children and recommendations have implications iii ie 


for all of us in libraries. aes 
ants : : a ’ assist hin 
District meeting plans are being completed. The list of place tae co 
and dates appears in this issue. Remember the theme: “Books Haw ‘eld H 
Ideas. Ideas Have Power.” Bee 





ee . : . , : ‘ EE who, in 
On January 5, 1951 the Executive Board and the State Board for libraries held their Leevery 
annual joint meeting. Problems facing the profession -which were discussed included state aid oni te | 


federal legislation, a survey of Michigan libraries, personnel, certification, professional training 
implications of the White House Conference, the library’s place in civilian defense programs, 
recodificat:on of library laws. 

Dorotha Dawson, Supervisor of School Libraries, +67 W. Hancock, Detroit, is chairman oi 
the conference program committee. Members are urged to write Miss Dawson immediately if 
they have suggestions for conference speakers or general programs. We hope to follow last yeas 
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plans, with sections being responsible for several of the general sessions. Your help is urgent ss tiadnad 
requested so that the meetings next fall will be as meaningful as possible to the total membership. B \¢ like 4 
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For Entire Conference, November 1, 2, 3 $1.50 things, 1 

For one date only (one day) 75 during t 

the iner 

The CARE-UNESCO Children’s Book ture books for younger children. Those in are to b 
Fund is sponsored jointly by the American “Bookshelf B” are for older children who have § tributin; 
Library Association, the National Congress of learned to read English. activity 
Parents and Teachers, and the Association for Committees are being formed in cities and tion, if 
Childhood Education. Through the fund towns all over the country to promote the pro} Way, or 
packages may be sent to children all over the gram. Many of the committees are headed bi right d 
world. children’s librarians. Miriam A. Wessel, As § hen th 
The titles included in the packages have sistant Chief, Childrens Department, is chair § and 19° 
been selected by the International Relations man of the Detroit committee. She will be § ‘tormati 
committee of the Division of Libraries for glad to help other children’s librarians organ @ '¢preser 
Children and Young People. There are two ize committees in their areas, Information ma) § financia 
bookshelves, each made up of five ten dollar also be obtained from Patricia Mork, Midwest 7 tound t 
packages. “Bookshelf A” includes mostly pic- Care Office, 189 West Madison, Chicago 2 § deal fr 
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A legislator finds that certain questions 
arise with significant regularity. Among those 
often heard asked are, “How best can we ap- 
proach our representatives in State and Fed- 
eral Governments?” “‘Is there any tried and 
rested formula which will help us to receive 
‘vorable consideration?” While I certainly 
annot give an absolute answer for any par- 
ticular legislator (including myself), 1 believe 
that it is possible to make a few assertions of 
some validity. 

| consider it of prime importance that, 
wwever you do it, do approach him! The 
kaleidoscope of problems which confronts your 
legislator nearly every day demands a wide 
variety of public comment and suggestions to 
ssist him in making his decisions. No legis- 
lator can presume to be an expert in every 
field. He must consult continually with you 
who, in many cases, actually are his experts. 
In every community the size of a county, there 
may be found at least some persons who are 
familiar with any problem that may arise, who 
can focus experience in that field on the prob- 
lem at hand and who can aid greatly, there- 
fore, in clarifying the issues involved. If there 
are several such persons in the community 
interested enough to assist their legislator, he 
is indeed lucky. You may have an idea that 
we like to sit in the rarified atmosphere of our 
senates and houses, as though on Olympus, and 
solve your problems with a thoughtless, if 
grand, sweep of the hand. I can assure you 
that this is not true. 

For illustration: If we have before us a 
request for an increase in the budget of a par- 
ticular activity, we should know, among other 
things, what has been appropriated and spent 
during the past years for that activity, whether 
the increase is requested because new services 
are to be performed, what the activity is con- 
tributing to the people of the State, if that 
activity is an efficient and economical opera- 
tion, if it could be organized to pay its own 
Way, or if it is attached to or a part of the 
right department or bureau. For instance, 
when the library budget was before us in 1949 
and 1950, I found it most interesting and in- 
formative to talk with local and state library 
representatives concerning their problems, both 
tnancial and professional, and I certainly 
found that they had them! I learned a great 
deal from you and during the next two years 
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THE APPROACH TO A LEGISLATOR 


By Senator Creighton R. Coleman 


1 hope to learn much more. | hope all of you 
will continue to communicate with us as freely 
as you have! We need your help. We cannot 
legislate intelligently without knowing the 
consequences, and we cannot evaluate the con- 
sequences without adequate background ma- 
terial, We prefer unemotional, factual pre- 
sentations, and we should like them on every 
problem that comes before us. 

Also, it is very important that, if you pos- 
sibly can, you tell us of your position and of 
your interest before we have to vote on a par- 
ticular measure. We cannot look over the 
approximately 800 bills which are introduced 
every regular session, determine which ones 
are of intercst to each of you, send you copies 
and ask your opinions. Watch your news 
sources for items of interest to you. The trade 
publications carry reports on most measures 
and developments relative to their fields. 
Many organized interests have regular report- 
ing services on pertinent legislation, sometimes 
extending to fields only generally related to 
their own. You, as a responsible citizen, must 
make at least some effort if you wish to be- 
come a part of the legislative process. Lobby- 
ists become of considerable value to those they 
represent at this point. They not only present 
to us the views of their groups, but they report 
back to those same groups measures before and 
development in the legislature. 

Once your problem has come into focus, 
try to relate it to the total problem. For in- 
stance, keep in mind that the State’s over-all 
budget is near the one-half million mark, and 
every department, bureau, office or function 
wants more. If you do want more money, 
hink also of where we might get it! 

Having suggested a few ‘‘do’s”, I should 
like to propese some ‘“‘don’ts” which might 
prove helpful once you determine to approach 
your legislator on a matter of interest. Do not 
demand or thump the table and threaten to 
defeat him if he does not see it your way. Do 
not become angry with him because, out of 
300 votes, there is one vote with which you 
disagree. Do not ask for extensive savings and 
lower budgets and more services at the same 
time unless you can show where the savings 
can be made and where, on balance, the ser- 
Also, as I like to tell 


vices are to be added. 


(Continued on page 14) 
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1951-52 LIBRARY APPROPRIATIONS 
FUNDS REQUESTED FROM 


STATE OF MICHIGAN FOR 1951-1952 


Appropriated Requested Recommended by 

1950-51 1951-52 Budget Division 
Grants to Local Libraries $362,085 $699,421 $400,000 
Michigan State Library 244,795 358,393 ° 279,578 


Why Needed 


The population has increased more than 1,000,000 and the 
value of the dollar has decreased to 50¢. 

Informed people are needed to deal with today’s complex 
problems. 

The public library is an important distribution center for 
civilian defense and other information. 

More people are using our public libraries. 

More students and more adult education brings greater 
demands on libraries. 

Costs of books, furniture, and supplies have risen sharply. 

Library salaries have not kept pace with other salaries. 

There is a shortage of librarians. 


GRANTS TO PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


Appropriation for 1950-51 $362,085 

Adjustment to counteract 50¢ dollar 224,039 
(Estimated payments @ 10'4%¢ per person) 

Adjustment for increased population 113,297 
1,078,066 additional people @ 10%2¢ 


Total requested $699,421 
FUNDS FOR THE MICHIGAN STATE LIBRARY — includes 


Cost to maintain present services $319,963 $265,508 
New item: 3 bookmobiles, with staff, books 38,430 14,070 
A practical way to make books accessible to One bookmo- 
people in urban and rural areas. bile with l- 
To demonstrate what a bookmobile is, how it brarian and 
operates, what it costs and what kind of driver. 
materials and services it provides. 
To show to community groups at conferences, 
club meetings and fairs in all parts of the 
state. 
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THE STATE AID PICTURE 


by 


Arthur Yabroff, Chairman, Legislative Committee 


The schedule on page + shows the library 
funds requested by the State Library with the 
support of the Michigan Library Association 
and the amounts recommended by the Budget 
Division. 

The recommendations now go to the 
House Ways and Means Committee, the mem- 
bers of which are listed below: 

Joseph F. Warner, Chairman 

R_ Ypsilanti 

Alexander W. MacKay, V-Chairman 

R West Branch 
Rollo G. Conlin 

R Tipton 
Armell Engstrom 

R Traverse City 
T. Jefferson Hoxie 

R_ St. Louis 
Carl G. Lindquist 

R_ Iron River 
Richard Thomson 

R_ Highland Park 
Harry Phillips 

R Port Huron 
Michael O’Brien 

D Detroit 

James Goulette (new ) 

R~ Iron Mountain 
Clarence Graebner (new) 
R Saginaw 

Gerald L. Murphy (new) 
D Detroit 

Wade Van Valkenberg (new) 
R Kalamazoo 

The recommendations of this committee 
are the key to the entire program. If we can 
them to recommend the entire 
amount requested, which we believe is the 
minimum amount which will do a good job, 
the possibility of its passage by the legislature 
is greatly enhanced. If, on the other hand, the 
committee’s recommendation is unfavorable, 
the odds in favor of State Aid go down in even 


= greater proportion. 


After the budget is passed by the House it 
goes to the Senate where the following Senate 
Appropriations Committee will consider it: 

Elmer R. Porter, Chairman 

R RFD 2, Blissfield 
Don Vander Werp, V-Chairman 
R 3263 Main, Fremont 
G. Elwood Bonine 


R RFD 1, Vandalia 


Frank Heath 

R 705 W. Vermont, Bay City 
William A. Ellsworth 

R 121 Burdette, St. Ignace 
Creighton R, Coleman 

R 906 Central Tower, Battle Creek 

Frank D. Beadle (new) 

R 629N. 5th, St. Clair 

Edward Hutchinson (new) 

R 662 W. Main, Fennville 

Charles S. Blondy 

D 2605 Sturtevant, Detroit 6 
Robert A. Haggerty 
D 9155 Roselawn, Detroit + 

All members of the legislature should have 
the needs for these appropriations called to 
their attention by their constituents. The 
members of the two committees listed above, 
especially, have the power to turn on or off 
the flow of State Aid. 

State Aid cannot be maintained by the 
work of one M.L.A. Committee. If the li- 
brarians of Michigan really want it, there is 
no doubt that it is within their power to get 
an adequate program of aid to libraries 
through the legislature. 


NEW LIBRARY BOARD MEMBER 

Verna H. Barkey (Mrs. James P.) of 
Flint was appointed to the State Board for Li- 
braries by Governor G. Mennen Williams on 
January 2, 1951, to replace Mrs. Florence 
Dearing whose term expires June 24, 1950. 

A graduate of Wayne University and hav- 
ing the M.A. degree from the University of 
Michigan, Mrs. Barkey also attended the li- 
brary schools of the University of Southern 
California and the University of Michigan. 
For seven years she taught in the Detroit pub- 
lic schools and was later Principal of Dye 
High School, Flint. She has been a librarian 
in the Flint public schools for seven years and 
is at present Librarian of the Zimmerman 
Junior High School there. Mrs. Barkey is a 
member of M.L.A., A.L.A., and A.A.U.W. 
She is now serving on the Public Relations 
Committee of the Staff Association of the 
Flint Public Library. For writing the book, 
Teaching Hlealth in the Schools, she was 
awarded a scholarship to the University of 
Michigan and she is currently preparing for 
publication a bibliography on vocational in- 
formation in fiction, 








LIBRARY SERVICE BILL 


by 





Foster Mohrhardt, Chairman, Federal Relations Committee 


Federal legislation is part of the total li- 
brary problem. It is designed to stimulate and 
encourage an accelerated state program. The 
same organizations and individuals who sup- 
port state and local programs most likely will 
be the ones to write Congressmen and 
Senators. 

The A.L.A. Washington office has sent 
information about the proposed Library Serv- 
ice Bill, which includes the basic principles 
agreed to at the Cleveland Conference. The 
tentative terms are outlined here because it is 
important that librarians be informed and 
working for the program. Talking about the 
federal proposals gives added opportunity to 
talk libraries. In talking of it, talk in terms 
of the services that will be available to the 
people of the state through its enactment. 
Keep them informed so they can write their 
Congressmen and Senators, at the proper time, 
about what the bill will do for their communi- 
ty or state. You can not wait until the measure 
is up for a vote before you enlist the heip of 
an organization or individual. In talking to 
people about your total library program men- 
tion the need for local, state, and federal sup- 
port. The measure of the support of any 
organization is the number of members who 
actively support the program by writing to 
the duly elected representatives. The support 
of any national, state, or local organization 
means nothing unless the membership of the 
organization expresses itself affirmatively at 
the proper time to the proper authorities. 
Tentative Terms of a Library Service Bill 
Purpose: The Library Service Bill is designed 
to promote the strengthening and extension of 
library services to our people now in need of 
additional informational, technical, and morale 
building books and other library materials. 
The lack of adequate information centers in 
rural-and war impacted areas to provide ade- 
quate civil defense and technical materials 
necessary to re-train and equip our citizens for 
a national defense program necessitates funds 
to accelerate state programs and to alleviate 
library lacks. 

The bill will not permit interference with 
state and local initiative and administration 
funds made available to the state library ex- 
tension agency for use as the state agency feels 
would best bring services to people. 


6 


A ppropriation: $10,000,000 a year for 5 year 
to be available to states submitting a plan 
the Commissioner of Education. 

Allotment and Payment: All funds availabe 
will be matched on equalization or ability t) 
pay, based on the rates of the state’s per capit 
income to the national income, Each state will 
be allotted up to $40,000, and the remainde; 
of the funds will be available on the basis of 
the ratio of the state’s rural population to the 
total rural population according to the latest 
census. 

A state unable to take advantage of funds 
immediately would have funds available to it 
until the end of the succeeding fiscal year 
Those states not having annual legislative 
sessions would be able to take full advantage 
of the program. 

States would be able to graduate their con- 
tributions through the period as they were able 
to implement the program. 

Fiscal guarantees will be needed to assure 
funds are spent for library purposes as pro- 
posed, that the state does not cut its own allot- 
ment, and that the funds are actually spent as 
allocated. 

Service to the public would be free. 

Studies, investigations, reports would be 
authorized which would permit valuable 
evaluation of respective state programs. 


LIBRARY BUILDINGS EXEMPT FROM 
N.P.A. ORDER 

Late in January construction on a new 

Detroit Public Library branch was stopped by 

the local National Production Authority. The 

local N.P.A. office interpreted their M4 

order to require permission for the construc 

tion of libraries. A telephone call by the De 

troit Public Library to the A.L.A, Washing 

ton office resulted in a conference with the 

National N.P.A. office and a clarification ot 

the freeze order as shown in the following 
telegram dated January 30, 1951: 

“Library ruled exempt and may proceed. 

Sorry delay.” 
H. J. Quilhot, Michigan Director, 
National Production Authority 

This is a good example of the effectivenes 

of the A.L.A. Washington office and its Di 
rector, Mrs. Margie S. Malmberg. 
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FIRE DISRUPTS THE STATE LIBRARY 
By Kenneth C. Knight 


A triumph of organization, due to the cooperation of all concerned, is cutting the expected 
damage to State Library books and equipment to a minimum, following the disastrous incendi- 
yeas ary fire which raged in the State Office Building early this month. Advice by Messrs. Brigham 


an tv ® and Kremer, of the Indiana State Library and the Library of Congress, respectively; ingenuity 
of State Library staff members; and the counsel of experienced cartage contractors has teamed 
ilable up with fast service by equipment firms to undo as far as possible the damage done. 
ty te Expert advice and prompt provision of dehumidifying devices has led to drying out the 
‘apita | library’s quarters and much of the collection. —TThe worst soaked books and bound periodicals are 
- will being dried out in the Boys Vocational School fieldhouse, using the bleachers for drying racks, 
inder & and fans to distribute warm air throughout the tiers of soaked volumes. The water loss was 
sis of & intensified by the fact that much of the collection was soaked by 100 percent humidity without 
o the & being actually touched by water from the hoses. Much of the traveling library has been lost, 
latest — due to a 28-inch depth of water in the basement. Many steel stacks have been warped and 


twisted from the pressure of soaked bound newsprint, which required crowbars to be used be- 
fore the bound volumes could be released. 


1S 
pe Damage to equipment includes badly warped floors in the basement, twisted steel stacks 
vear and marred furniture. Plaster still falls occasionally, and water still drips. Firemen covered the 
lative @ card catalog and many stacks in time to prevent still greater damage to books and furniture. 
ntage State library headquarters are in the State Law Library in the Capitol, and an informa- 


tion center is being operated in the east lobby, ground floor, in the space usually occupied by the 
a capitol information desk and tourist service, The staff is necessarily spread out, members work- 
sable Bing in the library, in the law library, at the information desk and in the BVS Field House. ‘This 
latter enterprise is working on a twenty-four hour basis. 

Considering that the staff first started a crew working on clean-up and removal five days 
after the fire started, a great deal has been accomplished. It is understood that the library is 
keeping full notes as the task proceeds, so that information will be available to others similarly 
affected by catastrophe. . 
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BOOKS HAVE IDEAS - IDEAS HAVE POWER 


Theme for District Meetings 
By Robert M. Orr 


After considerable spirited discussion by 
District Chairmen, the above was selected as 
the theme for the 1951 District Meetings. 
The feeling was that, with our country very 
likely to be involved in a full-fledged shooting 
war by spring, the meetings should reflect the 
contribution libraries can make in supporting 
our country. 

We all know today that ideas are the most 
potent weapon we have, that the world 
struggle we are now involved in is very 
largely a conflict between the concepts of 
democracy and communism. ‘The greatest 
task confronting the American public library 
is to give the people information so vitally 
necessary to properly inform them on the great 
issues confronting us as a people. 

It is almost trite to say that in World 
War II the majority of men in uniform had 
little conception of what the war was about, 
in spite of the fact that it was one of the most 
flagrant examples in history of open aggres- 
sion. Today probably three out of four who 
are fighting with our forces in Korea have 
little or no conception of why they are there, 
or what they are fighting for. In spite of the 
oft-repeated slogan emphasized by our armed 
forces that “‘it is better to fight in Korea than 
on American soil”, the average G.I. has little 
realization of what it is all about. 

Certainly our libraries have an obligation 
to transmit ideas to the public so that they will 
be well-informed, so that they will know what 
the present world struggle is all about. 


We all realize that we are now in th 
midst of one of the great turning points jy 
history. In a period such as this when oy 
world is very literally topsy turvy, and whe 
we must constantly re-examine everything ye 
believe in, in the face of new and changing 
conditions, it is essential to consider the posi 
tion our libraries occupy. It is challenging 
feel that the public library as an institution 
does have an important part to play in helping 
the American people to inform themselves 
On this question, I believe that every librarian 
will participate whole-heartedly in the pr. 
grams of the 1951 District Meetings, and wil 
carry back home ideas and suggestions whic 
will better help each one to prepare his or her 
library to meet today’s challenge. 

While each District Meeting will handk 
the Theme differently, all District Chairman 
have agreed that the emphasis will be on the 
carrying out of the selected subject. It is im 
portant and indeed essential that librarian 
and trustees of Michigan participate in th 
thinking of this year’s theme. Most of us fee! 
that in view of constantly changing conditions 
our libraries must constantly be aware of such 
changes, and modify their programs and em: 
phasis accordingly. 

I know that the seven District Chairmen 
for the 1951 Meetings are working extremel) 
hard, as well as their Committees, to make the 
spring meetings meaningful and_ rewarding 


I hope that every M.L.A. member will mat f 


every effort to be present. 


REVISED SCHEDULE OF MLA DISTRICT MEETINGS, 1951 


District Place 
I Dowagiac 

II Monroe 
III Flint 
IV lonia 

V Eaton Rapids 
VI Tawas City 

Vil Stephenson 


Chairman 
William Chait 
Mary Daume 
Laura Steese 
Claxton Helms 
Dorothy Rozek 
Ruth Wittbecke: 
Alice Clapp 


Date 

May 9 
April 19 
April 18 
May 11 
April 25 
May 17 
May 19 


Field Enterprises, Inc., Educational Division, publishers of the World Book Encyelopedit 
and Childcraft, will contribute awards for the most effective recruiting activities undertaken du 
ing (a) 1950 and 1951 and (b) 1952, and reported to the A.L.A.-Board of Education tor Li 
brarianship in 1951 and 1952. 

Six awards of $100 each will be granted at the A.L.A. Midwinter Conference in 1952 tor 
activities in the combined years 1950 and 1951. Six similar awards will be presented at the com 
sponding Midwinter Conference for projects during the year 1952. 
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Randolph Greenfield Adams, Director of 


the William L. Clements Library at the Uni- 


versity of Michigan, was born in Philadelphia 
on November 7, 1892. He died in Ann Arbor 
on January +, 1951. The years between en- 
compassed a career studded with superlatives. 
The achievements of those years were so dis- 
tinguished that they will be honored beyond 
his own generation. 

He received his first degree from the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania in 1914, served with 
the United States Army during the first 
World War, and then continued his studies, 
vcuring his Ph.D. degree from the University 
of Pennsylvania in 1920. He was teaching 
history at Trinity College (now Duke Uni- 
versity), when he was introduced to Mr. 
William L. Clements in 1923 by George 
Parker Winship. Mr. Clements chose Dr. 
Adams as head of the newly established re- 
varch library of Americana at the University 
of Michigan. He held that position with dis- 
tinction for twenty-eight years (1923-1951). 
Dr, Adams was signally honored three times, 
vhen he was chosen visiting professor of 
American History at St. Andrews University, 
Scotland (1929), Rosenbach Fellow in Bibli- 
ography (University of Pennsylvania, 1938), 
ind president of the Bibliographical Society of 
America (1940-41). 

In the field of historical scholarship, Dr. 
Adams will be remembered best for two books. 
The first is his Political Ideas of the American 
Revolution, Durham, North Carolina, 1922, 
ind the second is his remarkable Three d meri- 
anists, Philadelphia, 1939, bio-bibliographical 
essays on three Americana collectors delivered 
as the Rosenbach Lectures in 1938. In the 
bibliographical world, three of his many essays 
ensure him a permanent place of honor. They 
ae his “William Hubbard’s ‘Narrative,’ 
1677” (1939), “The Place of Rare Books in 
i College or University Library,” (1940), and 
“Who Uses a Rare Book Library”, (1940). 

Dr. Adams was an extraordinarily stimulat- 
ing individual, Scholars, librarians, book col- 
lectors, students, and associates who experi- 
enced his warm sympathy and encouragement 
will always remember his endless enthusiasm 


| ‘or everything which came within his reach. 


A visit to his office, next to the Rare Book 
Room in the Clements Library, was a memor- 


table experience. In that office, a veritable hot- 


bed of ideas, some of the most exciting histori- 


j cal and bibliographical investigations of the 
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last quarter-century were first proposed. 
Possibly Dr. Adams’ greatest achievement was 
his ability to inspire his friends and acquaint- 
ances to produce unusual books, essays, and 
scholarly articles, and to undertake new ven- 
tures. He had an amazing ability to make his 
visitors think — and their thinking always 
seemed more fruitful to them than at any 
other time. 

He had true charm of manner and was 
warm and affectionate toward those who knew 
him well. He was a sparkling conversation- 
alist, excitingly instructive. He was a witty 
speaker, with a talent for the right phrase and 
a perfect sense of timing. He was a great 
teacher, eager to explain vividly what he knew 
about any of his many specialties. He had a 
gift of vision, with which he saw beyond the 
immediate presentation of an idea to its poten- 
tialities. Effects and results were quickly clear 
to him. 

Dr. Adams was always a fervent champion 
of the book collector. He wrote and spoke and 
acted with deep understanding and sympathy 
for the aims of all kinds of book collectors. 
He believed that librarians, historians, dealers, 
and collectors ought to work harmoniously 
where their interests were common. Book col- 
lectors and rare book dealers from all over the 
world were certain of a warm welcome at the 
Clements Library; no other business was ever 
more pressing than the visit of a collector or a 
dealer. He offered to them hospitality, advice, 
help, and sympathy when they needed it. 

More than anyone else, aside from Mr. 
Clements himself, Dr. Adams is responsible 
for the position of the Clements Library today. 
He made it internationally known. His pride 
in the Library and its accomplishments was 
boundless, When it came to the University, 
the Library was still a collector’s collection, 
not quite ready to call itself a centre for re- 
search. Dr. Adams guided Mr. Clements’ col- 
lecting for the next eleven years with great 
skill, and continued building the collections 
after Mr. Clements’ death until they formed 
one of the country’s important libraries of 
American source materials. Under his direc- 
tion, the Manuscript Division was developed 
to house such notable collections as the British 
Headquarters Papers of Generals ‘Thomas 
Gage and Sir Henry Clinton, the Papers of 
Lord George Germain, the Nathanael Greene 
Papers, the Hartley Papers, and a host of 
other closely related materials. 
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To the book collection, large number; , 
rare and important items were added, Armor» 
them are such fine pieces as the first edition , 
the “Eliot Indian Bible” (1663), the Dotrin, 
Breve, printed at Mexico City in 1540 
Juan Pablos, and Thomas’ The lalley of ih 
Mississippi Illustrated [with lithographs } 
J.C. Wild], St. Louis, 1841-42. Many of th 
acquisitions filled gaps which had existed whe 
the Library came to the University, but 
cause of his wide interests in all aspects of li 
in the Americas, Dr. Adams also broadened 
the fields of Clements Library  collectiny 
materially, 


The founder and the director of the |. 
brary worked together closely defining aj 
elaborating the principles and ideals of the 
Clements Library. Today, the Library is » 
amalgam of the interests and enthusiasms o! 
two men. It is a collector’s library, yet it js 
simultaneously a library especially fitted {or 
research in many areas of Americana. After, 
quarter-century of study, Dr. Adams evolved 
a definition of Americana (hitherto unpub 
lished) which might well stand as one of his 
most significant statements. It is also a cred 
for the Clements Library. 

Americana is a selection from the vast 
mass which makes up ‘American history.’ That 
selection is made in regard to connoisseurship, 
descriptive as well as critical bibliography, book 
collecting and other elements of advanced 
study. We are concerned with library material 
whereof the nature is such that the factual and 
textual content is only part of its importance. 
The original manuscripts, the earliest printings, 
significant changes in text in successive recen- 
sions, provenance, binding — all of these we 
have to appreciate and take into consideration. 
They are the connoisseur’s criteria of selection. 
Our function is to collect the thing set down at 
the time the event took place, by a participant. 
As expressed by the Director of the British 
Museum when he visited us, our job is to collect 
the archetype, the thing from which the fae- 
simile has to be made. We are concerned with 
manuscript and printed historical evidences of 
the American scene, which have been, and are 
accounted ‘uncommon, scarce, and rare.’ This 
also includes evidences in the field of graphic 
arts, such as maps and prints. We want these 
evidences written and published as nearly as 
possible to the time when the events, to which 
they pertain, occurred. 


—Colton Storm, Assistant Directo! 


William L. Clements Library 
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GRACE A. ENGLAND 
1890 - 1951 


Friends of Grace A. England, Chief of the 
Down Town Library, Detroit Public Library, 
were saddened by her death on January 2, 
ater an illness of several months. 

Miss England was one of that rare com- 
pany, a born-in-the-90’s native Detroiter. She 
was a graduate of Detroit Central High 
School, and of Albion College, with graduate 
work in library science at the University of 
Illinois. She joined the Detroit Library staff 
in 1910, and shortly thereafter began on the 
active career in professional, artistic and civic 
pursuits which occupied the rest of her life. 

An accomplished musician, Miss England 
plaved the organ in various Detroit churches, 
and had an Associate Degree in the American 
Guild of Organists. After an accident which 
prevented her further playing in public, she 
still retained an active interest in musical 
affairs. 

Various civic and social interests engaged 
her attention, and in all of them she gave 
freely of her time and talents. She was a 
former president of the Detroit Association for 
Adult Education; a former president of the 
Zonta Club of Detroit, and a former regional 
president of the Zonta Club; a member of the 
committee on libraries and education for the 
Central YWCA, At the time of her death, 
she was a member of the board of the Inter- 
national Institute, Women’s Cancer Detection 
Clinic, Women’s City Club, and the Metro- 
politan Board of Girl Scouts. 

Her professional career was likewise wide- 
ranging, She organized the Detroit Public 
Library’s first subject division, the Civics Di- 
vision, now the large Social Sciences Depart- 
ment — the first step in the departmentaliza- 
tion of the Library which has only now been 
completed. 

Her brilliance of mind was matched by her 
apacity for meticulous detail and her interest 
in artistic perfection. These traits found an 
outlet in her editorial activities. She 
many hours during her editorship of The 
Michigan Librarian on evolving and imple- 
menting standards for good publication. She 
was editor of Among Friends, the beautiful 
and dignified publication of The Friends of 
the Detroit Public Library, Inc., and of 
several publications of the American Library 
Association. 


spent 
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Her friends and colleagues will miss her in- 

spiration, loyalty and ardent spirit, and her 

loss will likewise be greatly felt by her pro- 

fession and her city. 

—Elsie Gordon, Chief 
Mark Twain Branch 


WHO’S WHO (Continued) 


STANDING COMMITTEES 
Legislative Committee 
Additions 
Katherine Madigan, Grand Rapids Public Library 

(1952) 

Emma Sihler, Adrian Public Library (1952) 
Publications Committee 
Additions 
Isabella Krzyminski, Ottawa Hills High School Li- 

brary, Grand Rapids (1952) 
Martin Cohen, Kalamazoo Public Library 
Dorothy Rozek, Ingham County Library, 
(1952) 
Salary, Staff and Tenure Committee 
Additions 
Blanche Williams, Flint Public Library (1951) 
Clair Gale, Kent County Library, Grand Rapids 
(1952) 


SPECIAL COMMITTEES 


Committee to Study Redistricting of M.L.A. 
Margaret M. Caffall, Public 


(1952) 
Mason 


Chairman: Lapeer 
Library 

Maud Grill, Jackson County Library 

Adah Shelly, Pontiac City Library 

Leila B. Wilcox, Port Huron Public Library 


Auditing Committee 
Chairman: A. W. Pennock, Hillsdale, Michigan. 
Mrs. Dorothy D. Hemstreet, Jackson Public Library 
Relations with Publishers Committee 


Chairman: Ruth Warncke, Kent County 
Grand Rapids 

Virginia Summers, Lansing Public Library 

Maureen Fisher, Niles Public Library 


Library, 


Committee on Citation of Trustees 


Chairman: Helen Warner, Battle Creek Public 
Library 


Lucille Harwick, Lansing Public Library 


SCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S LIBRARY 
SECTION 
Publications Committee 
Chairman: Esther B. Ham 
Mrs. Mildred Walke: Adams, 
Company, Sturgis 
Helen Condon, McGregor Public Library, Highland 
Park 3. 
W innifred 


Sturgis Printing 


Mrs. Crossley, University E'ementary 


School Library, Ann Arbor 
Louise Hetherington, Wayne County 
troit 8 
Shirley Miller, Kalamazoo Public Library 


Library, De- 
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LIBRARY BOUND BOOKS 


~—_ 


PRE-PRIMERS, UNITEXT 








and other 

LOW-COST EASY BOOKS 
: | 
} Continuous Low-cost \ 
Circulation 
4 
“ 
4 EDWIN ALLEN COMPANY | 

1100 South Wabash Ave., Chicago 5, Illinois 
Write for catalogues and lists 
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For 
Library Furniture 
Library Supplies 
Wood Shelving 
Steel Book Stacks 
Visible Records 
Museum Cases 

Call 


LIBRARY BUREAU 
REMINGTON-RAND, INC. 


DETROIT — BATTLE CREEK — FLINT 
JACKSON — GRAND RAPIDS — 
KALAMAZOO — LANSING — SAGINAW 















CONFERENCE COMMITTEES 
Program Planning 


Chairman: Dorotha Dawson, Supervisor of Schoo 
Libraries, Detroit Public Schools, 467 Wee 
Hancock, Detroit. 

Elizabeth Baker, Librarian, Ferndale Public Libran 

Clover Flanders, Chief, Library Extension Service 
General Library, University of Michigan, An 
Arbor 

Helen Kremer, Consultant, Upper Peninsula, Stay 
Library, Northern Michigan College, Marquette 

James E. Green, Serial and Bindery Librarian 
Michigan State Normal College Library 
Ypsilanti 

Mrs. William Young, Children’s Department, Flin 
Public Library 

Hazel Brown, Librarian, Longfellow School, Roya 
Oak 

Agnes Tysse, General Library, University of Mich. 
igan, Ann Arbor 

Mrs. Marie Mix, Trustee, 130 Florence Avenue 
Highland Park 

Katharine M. Stokes, Western Michigan College, 
Kalamazoo’ (Ex-officio) 

Robert M. Orr, Grosse Pointe Public Library, (Ey. 
of ficio ) 

Margaret Wylie, 341 Southlawn, East Lansing 
( Ex-officio ) 


Local Arrangements 
Chairman: Mrs. Mary Lou Morris, Children’s De- 
partment, Detroit Public Library 
Louise Hethrington, Wayne County Library, Detroit 
Beatrice Kobe, Hamtramck Public Library 
Exhibits 
Chairman: Robert Armstrong, Municipal Reference 
Library, Detroit 
Forrest Alter, Detroit Public Library 


GRAND RAPIDS LIBRARIANS CLUB 


President: Elizabeth Farrell, Grand Rapids Publi 
Library, 

Vice-President: Eleanor Burgess, Grand Rapids 
Public Library. 

Secretary: Margaret Walters, West Side Branch 
Library 

Treasurer: Berneice Stocks, Grand Rapids Publi 
Library 


METROPOLITAN LIBRARY CLUB 
OF DETROIT 


The Metropolitan Library Club of Def 
troit was reorganized in May, 1950. At the 
first meeting, May 17, Dr, O. R. Yoder, Di 
rector, Ypsilanti State Hospital, spoke of 
Books and Mental Health. Officers electe} 
were Louise Hetherington, President; Manj 


Hunter, Secretary; Mrs. Ethel Yabrot! 


Treasurer, Lynn Bartlett is the Program 
Chairman, Miss Gertrude Mason, book ey 
viewer for J. L. Hudson Company, was the 


speaker at the meeting on November 29, 195 
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SALARY, STAFF AND TENURE COMMITTEE 


SUMMARY of REPORT of SUB-COMMITTEE ON PENSIONS 
MAY 26, 1950 


The Sub-committee on Pensions has found 
that the libraries of Michigan fall roughly in- 
to four groups, as far as pensions are consid- 
ered. Forty-five libraries are under the Public 
School Employees Retirement System. Nine- 
teen are under local systems, nineteen are 
under the State Municipal Employees System, 
and one hundred ten have no pension pro- 
visions. No reports were received from one 
hundred thirteen libraries. *(See AZichigan 
Librarian, June, 1950, page 6). 

Generally speaking, the smaller the library, 
the less likely it is to have a retirement system. 

We find that there are complicating fac- 
tors in some libraries. For example, in Ionia, 
half of the librarian’s salary comes from the 
Board of Education, and is considered a basis 
for pension. Half his salary is from the city, 
and carries no retirement provision. In Sagi- 
naw, the library has endowment funds which 
pay the salaries of some staff members. These 
librarians are not eligible to participate in the 
pension plan which covers staff members 
whose salaries come from taxes. 

In all but one of the pension systems we 
have examined, the employee has a specified 
percentage of his pay (often 5%) deducted 
and paid into a fund which is augmented by 
such tax money as is needed to keep the fund 
large enough to pay the current pensions and 
maintain a reserve. “The amount of necessary 
reserve is determined by actuarial standards, 
but there is some difference of opinion as to 
the application of insurance company stand- 
ards to retirement systems underwritten by 
government. 

The A. L, A, Retirement Plan, the excep- 
tion noted above, is a voluntary plan. It has a 
number of participants in Michigan, but we 
were not able to find a library in the state 
which adds to its staff members’ payments 
under this plan. In practice, the A.L.A. sys- 
tem is a group annuity plan under the Metro- 
politan Life Insurance Company, comparable 
to other such group insurance arrangements. 
_ In view of the variety found in local pen- 
sion systems and the differences in legal organ- 
zation of libraries under the two state-spon- 
sored retirement systems, it seems to us that 
our first step toward complete pension cover- 


* Figures furnished by the Michigan State Library 


March 1951 








age might well be an attempt to achieve reci- 
procity between the various systems within the 
state. If a librarian goes from a library under 
one retirement system to a library under a 
different system, neither the amount he has 
paid in nor the service years are transferable 
to the new pension system, Dr. Herbert 
Goldhor, chairman of the A.L.A. Committee 
on Annuities, Pensions and Life Insurance, 
recommends that we work for a general state- 
wide plan for local library employees. 

We feel that the present incomplete cover- 
age tends to tie librarians to their jobs, if they 
are members of a pension system, and that this 
lack of mobility sometimes harms both the li- 
brarians concerned and their libraries. 

The committee recommends that an 
M.L.A. committee be appointed to investigate 
the possibilities of reciprocity between the 
existing pension systems of Michigan. It is 
the hope of the committee that “Michigan can 
achieve state-wide reciprocity, and then state- 
wide coverage. When other states do the same, 
as some of them are attempting to do, we 
hope that reciprocity between states may be 
worked out. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Frances Dunn 

Blanche Williams 

Helen S. Cooper, Chairman 
Credits 

Valuable information has been received 

from the following sources: 
A. L. A. 
Detroit Public Library 
Flint Municipal System 
Grand Rapids Public Library 
Illinois Library Association 
Michigan Public School Employees 
Retirement System 
Michigan Retirement Board 

The A. L. A, Committee on Annuities, 
Pensions, and Life Insurance kindly lent us 
the semi-final draft of its forthcoming publi- 
cation, Aspects of Retirement Provisions for 
Librarians. 

Walter Hausdorfer’s article “Security for 
Librarians’, in the February 1950 A.L.A. 
Bulletin was of interest and help to us. 

(Miss Cooper would appreciate receiving 
expressions of opinion from any _ interested 
M.L.A. members on the above report.—Ed.) 
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PLANNING COMMITTEE 


At the Mackinac Island meeting last fall, 
the recommendation of this committee, that 
the Executive Board of M. L. A. be author- 
ized to proceed, at its discretion, with a state- 
wide survey of public libraries, was adopted by 
the membership of the association. 

Having been requested by the Executive 
Board to work out the specific fields which 
should be covered by such a survey, and to sug- 
gest ways in which it should be carried out, the 
committee met at the State Library on Janu- 
ary 2+, Attending, in addition to the commit- 
tee members, were Mrs. Fyan, Miss Young, 
and Mrs. Wylie. 

Realizing that much statistical material re- 
garding public libraries of the state is already 
available through the records kept by the state 
library, the committee, after extended discus- 
sion, agreed to suggest two objectives for the 
proposed survey: 1. A study of the source of 
financial support for all public libraries in the 
state, the relation of library budgets to total 
budgets for municipalities, determination of 
what constitutes a legitimate proportion of 
total municipal income for support of indi- 
vidual public libraries, and relation to and 
need for state aid or subsidy in individual 
cases; 2. A study of resources,—book, peri- 
odical, film, ete..—in libraries of the state, 
with a view to determining their sufficiency, 
both qualitatively and quantitatively, in rela- 
tion to the population served and to other li- 
braries in the area. This should give a good 
idea as to adequacy of service to communities 
and areas. Also desirable here would be a 
study of the buying policies of libraries from 
the point of view of efficiency of procedure, 
discounts, etc. 

Another meeting was held February 28 to 
discuss a suitable research agency to carry out 
these projects, sources of funds for their fi- 
nancing, and to give further study to the ob- 
jectives of the survey. 

At that meeting it was agreed that the 
Committee on Relations with Publishers be 
given the opportunity and_ responsibility of 
carrying out a statewide survey of the material 
resources of libraries in cooperation with the 
300k Publishers Council. 


Clifford B. Wightman, Chairman 


THE APPROACH TO A LEGISLATOR 


(Continued from page 3) 


American 


my triends, do not expect the perfect legislator 
until you, yourself, are elected. 


1+ 





It is well to remember that we already 
have a large amount of government control, 
government interference in our lives, and that 
most problems can be solved locally. It is not 
always, or even usually necessary to run to 
the State or Federal government for solutions. 
It is an unfortunate fact that many if not most 
of the functions performed by State and Fed. 
eral governments have been undertaken be. 
cause local government failed to solve its own 
problems. Do not forget that ‘‘State” and 
“Federal” money comes from you, the tax- 
payer. I do not mean to imply that govern- 
ment is not necessary. Make no mistake about 
that. Good government creates the most price- 
less product of all—one without which steel, 
butter, automobiles, chemicals, clothing, and 
all other products would lose most of their 
value. I speak of the product, “Freedom!” It 
is given to you by government and it can onl 
be preserved by good, efficient, responsible and 
responsive government. 

You people in the library field have a par- 
ticular job to do in connection with the legis- 
lative process. Not only do you appear in the 
process in your fight for budgets, personnel, 
space, and decent standards, but you also have 
in your charge the greatest reservoir of facts 
and experience on every problem to come be- 
fore us of any group in existence. I believe 
that this reservoir should be drawn upon more 
often and more completely than it is at present. 
Much of what we do could be done much 
more effectively if done in the very clear light 
of the hindsight of history, could we only focus 
that light upon the problems confronting ws. 
We should also use the bright light of com- 
parative studies of what other communities, 
other states, other nations have done in regard 
to the matters at hand, what they are doing 
now and what they are planning to do. This 
light can be turned on by you. 

I think that one of the greatest challenges 
to a library group is, “How can I best partic 
pate in the legislative process?” “By what 
methods can I best bring to the attention ot 
my legislators materials which will aid then 
in their everlasting search for answers 
never-ending problems ?” 

I can promise you that the conscientious 
legislator, who always is interested in better 
government, effective representation, progress 
and a free society, will more than welcome 
your help. He also will become a better legis 
lator as a result of it. 


The Michigan Librarian 
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SUMMER SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT 


The Department of Librarianship, West- 
en Michigan College of Education, will offer 
the following courses during the 1951 Summer 
Session, June 25 through August 3: 


Reading Interests of Youth 10:40 - 12:20 
Miss LeFevre 
Curriculum Enrichment 7:30 - 9:10 


Miss Hunt 
Administration of County Libraries 7:30 - 9:10 
Miss Jeannette Johnson 


Classification and Cataloging 1:50 - 3:30 
Miss Gudde 

Selection of Reading Materials 1:50 - 3:30 
Miss Johnson 

Administration of School Libraries 9:30 - 10:20 


Miss LeFevre 
Organization of School Libraries 12:40 - 1:30 
Miss Hunt 
Library Observation and Practice Hours to be 
arranged 
Miss LeFevre and Miss Hunt 
Miss Jeannette Johnson, Library Consult- 
ant of the Michigan State Library, will be 
Visiting Instructor this summer and will offer 
for the first time in summer sessions the course 
in the administration of the small public and 
county library. Miss Marie Gudde, Librarian 
of the Paw Paw School, will again be in 
charge of the Campus Schoo! Library where 
opportunity for practice and observation will 
be provided. She will also offer the course in 
Classification and Cataloging. For informa- 
tion on admission, please write to Miss Louise 
LeFevre, Director of the Department of Li- 
brarianship, Western Michigan College of 
Education, Kalamazoo 45, Michigan. 


FEDERAL CIVIL DEFENSE ACT 


By legislative action the Federal Civil De- 
tense Administration which Millard Caldwell 
of Florida heads has been created. It provides 
that the Federal Government shall provide 
necessary coordination and guidance but that 
responsibility for civil defense be vested pri- 
marily in the States and their subdivisions. 
State and federal governments will share 50- 
W financial responsibilities and RFC will 
make loans not to exceed $250,000,000 for 
shelter construction. The Federal share is ex- 
pected to be 3.1 billion dollars, States will 
now pass the necessary legislation and make 
their plans. Library agencies will want to be 
in on the plans, 


—From the Washington Newsletter, 
December 29, 1950 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
January 26th, 1951 


As a very new member of the Michigan 
Library Association and a newcomer in this 
country I would like to express my apprecia- 
tion of The Michigan Librarian from my 
reading of the December issue. It so happened 
that a large proportion of it was written by 
nonprofessionals, but I found this particularly 
salutary. I found the article by Mr. Karl F. 
Zeisler most enjoyable, and would like to com- 
ment on it, alongside the project of the Public 
Relations Committee, and the remarks of Mr. 
J. W. Baird.* 

It has been a matter of great surprise and 
amazement to me to read so little, and to see 
so little publicity, about public libraries in this 
country where every other organization is 
shrieking its wares. To an outsider, too, it 
seems a shame that librarians who have had 
such a lengthy professional training should 
spend so much time preparing books which are 
to be used comparatively little. Surely some of 
a librarian’s time should be devoted to bring- 
ing those books into greater and fuller use. 
The perfect library with the most carefully 
selected array of books is useless without read- 
ers. Probably a much poorer collection, fully 
exploited, would give greater results. It is not 
a very satisfactory way of soothing one’s con- 
science by saying “Librarians can’t be experts 
in everything’. In my opinion it is the duty 
of the public librarian to see that the stock 
provided is used to the utmost. To this end 
“public relations”, whether written or spoken, 
is a vital part of a librarian’s work, and my 
experience has proved that Mr, Zeisler’s argu- 
ments are sound—it is true that “librarians 
are their own best salesmen for libraries”, It 
is heartening to read that there are 40 librar- 
ians in the state willing to serve in support of 
this idea. 

My last post in England gave me ample 
opportunity to test my theories concerning this 
“Salesmanship” and to discover that it pays. 
Maybe there are those who would like to hear 
how. During the war I was appointed to es- 
tablish a reference library in a seaside resort 
of 35,000 population, which had previously 
had no public library 
(Since then every town in England is covered 
by library provision). 
the nearest sizable town and few of the towns- 


service whatsoever. 


It was 30 miles from 


* Mr. Baird’s article has already been reprinted in 
part in The Ohio Library Trustee, January, 1951. 
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people had ever seen a public library function- 
ing. The intention was for a full service, with 
adult and children’s home reading depart- 
ments, to be developed after the war had 
ceased. There was not only ignorance and 
apathy to combat, but much opposition from 
some quarters. It took almost six months in 
those difficult days to accumulate the stock, 
although it was merely a “quick” reference 
collection. The lending departments were not 
opened for another four years. This gave 
plenty of time to work out a schedule of talks, 
lectures, addresses, articles and reports for the 
press. | must have visited each and every kind 
of organization, school or society in the town. 
The local press was most cooperative and each 
week something appeared in the daily or week- 
ly newspaper. Reporters did helpful work and 
frequently I penned a column or so. Before 
the home reading departments opened, as a 
culmination of the whole campaign, each mem- 
ber of the staff wrote up a section of the stock 
under his own name, and this created an ex- 
cellent impression. I presented myself at the 
Rotary luncheon and Round Table Tea, | 
addressed a bevy of clergymen (who can be 
quite awe-inspiring when they are seen in the 
mass, wearing “dog-collars’”’), at the Christian 
Welfare Council. The Civic Society, the 
Ratepayers’ Association, and the ‘Trades 
Council invited me to their gatherings, and 
the latter donated books for the library, which 
example was later followed by the Builders’ 
Association, the Beekeepers’ Society and 
others. Every type of women’s organization, 
from Mothers’ Union to Business and Pro- 
fessional Women’s Club, offered me their hos- 
pitality. Even the Army, Navy, and Air Force 
had their share, sometimes sandwiched in a 
lecture on Local Government and on other oc- 
casions included in a course on ‘‘Homemaking” 
for the women’s sections. After an introduc- 
tory preamble, which might touch on anything 
from public libraries in Roman times, local 
subscription libraries in the days of King 
George III, to modern commercial libraries, it 
was my endeavor throughout to bring home to 
each audience and each individual in the audi- 
ence, that the public library had something 
specifically for his needs, that it was not com- 
prised merely of Shakespeare and Scott, but 
that there was also literature on gardening, 
dressmaking, radio, cookery, music, local his- 
tory, and so on. 


After the Reference Library was put into 
operation the public relations scheme was con- 
tinued to pave the way for the lending depart- 
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ments. So the time went on and the full sery. 
ice was made available to the people. What 
was the result of all the writing and the talk. 
ing? Within a few weeks, in spite of it being 
midsummer and the height of the resort 
season, in spite of limitations imposed by the 
small pre-fabricated building, a third of the 
population had applied for readers’ tickets, 
During the first twelve months of the circulat- 
ing departments a daily average of 1234 books 
was issued, 20 percent of the adult reading be. 
ing non-fiction. After two years the number 
of registered readers was +0 percent of the 
population. 






Since the efforts described I have rested 
and rusted for eighteen months, Reading Mr, 
Zeisler’s words has brought to my mind an- 
other occasion when writing was advised fora 
different reason—on my entry into the pro- 
fession it was a suggested means of augmenting 
the meagre pittance | could anticipate! Up to 
the present no writing has “paid” me in that 
sense, but has been rewarding in many other 
ways. Perhaps now I should develop the “side 
line’’ and produce a few short stories of the | 
kind recommended by Mr. Zeisler. What 
should I write on? A tale about a G.I. from 
Houston, Texas, who found himself searching 
for mention of his ancestors in the public li- 
brary of the English town from which his 
forbears sailed many years ago; friendships 
between libraries and staffs in England with 
those of their namesake towns in U.S.A.; the 
hunt for the story of the origin of the Purple 
Heart for the Colonel on the day he was mak- 
ing presentations; the story of a boy who left 
school at the age of 12 to support his widowed 
mother, and who studied through the agency 
of the public library until he became a lecturer 
on economics for the Workers’ Educational 
Association; the well worn theme of the 
author who found his vocation in his use ot 
the public library ; the wide range of biography 
of readers or librarians, individually or in 
mosaic in the Wilder tradition; the first in 
spiration of the child philatelist ; or could one 
aspire to compete with the adventures of the 
Choo-Choo-train in the Boo-Moo-bile? 





Sincerely, 





Lucie R. Stone i 
Box 11 


Glenwood, Michigan 
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MIDCENTURY WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 


ON CHILDREN AND YOUTH 


The White House Conference for Chil- 
dren and Youth was held at the Armory, 
Washington, D.C., December 3-7. Librarians 
who were delegates from Michigan were: 
Miss Marian C. Young, President, Michigan 
Library Association, and Mrs. Loleta D. 
Fyan, A.L.A. President-elect. 

The delegates and other interested librar- 
ians gathered for two dinner meetings to plan 
strategy for having libraries included in the 
conference deliberations. A 
drawn up for presentation to the Recommend- 
ations Committee as to the work 
sroups. The resolution is included here in the 
hope that it may be helpful to those working 
on state and county committees. 


resolution was 


well as 


“To achieve maturity of personality as re- 
sponsible citizens in a democratic society, 
all children and young people and the 
adults working with them, must have con- 
tinuing access to new ideas and informa- 
tion, and to the experience of the past. The 
library, widely recognized for its contribu- 
tion to wholesome recreation, is the re- 
source center where the best materials on 
many subjects are collected and where 
services are provided to groups and _ indi- 
viduals of all ages, races, and creeds in an 
atmosphere of freedom and democracy. 
“Since one quarter of our people are with- 
out any libraries, we recommend that com- 
munity library services be provided for all 
our citizens and that the library as an edu- 
cational agency and information center be 
greatly strengthened and extended.” 


== . [RY P. S. S. 


JACKSON, 
Stretch your Periodical 
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COMPLETE 
on your 
DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN PERIODICAL REQUIREMENTS 

We are in a position to fill orders for Magazines, 


Memberships, Transactions, Yearbooks, Newspapers, publications of Supt. of Docu- 
ments, Wash. D. C., in addition to irregular and difficult periodical subscriptions. 


Send your miscellaneous, yearly order, or bid forms 


Publisher’s Subscription Service 
MICHIGAN 


More than a quarter of a century of 
continuous, satisfactory service 


207 West Franklin 


The A.L.A. booth was colorful, attractive, 
and effective. Miss Kate Coplan of the Enoch 
Pratt Library designed the backdrop for the 
exhibit while the book selection and the ar- 
rangements were done by Mrs. Dorothy 
Mason, Exhibits and Editorial, of the D.C. 
Public Library. D.C.’s Mrs. Stein- 
barger, Adult Education Consultant, was in 


Helen 


charge of the booth at the Conference and was 
assisted by other staff members. A very at- 
tractive folder, “Get an inside view,” designed 
by the Enoch Pratt Library, was distributed, 
that may be made available at cost to A.L.A. 
members, as well as several attractive book 
lists. 

An important part of the Conference was 
the consideration given to what should be done 
for children and youth in the next ten years. 
The plans can only be carried out in each 
state. Delegates went home inspired to trans- 
mit the ideas gained to their localities and to 
carry out the recommendations of the Confer- 
ence. The librarians there returned with the 
determination to make library materials avail- 
able to state and local committees. It is not 
too late to get in touch with the state and local 
youth committees and to help them with li- 
book exhibits, and book 


brary materials, 


selection. 


—From the Washington Newsletter, 


December 14, 1950 


LIBRARY SERVICE 


Bulletins, Journals, Annuals, 
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PLEDGE TO CHILDREN 


TO YOU, our children, who hold within you our most cherished hopes, we the members of th 
Midcentury White House Conference on Children and Youth, relying on your full response 
make this pledge: 





From your earliest infancy we give you our love, so that you may grow with trust in your. 
self and in others. 

We will recognize your worth as a person and we will help you to strengthen your sense of 
belonging. 

We will respect your right to be yourself and at the same time help you to understand the 
rights of others, so that you may experience cooperative living. 

We will help you to develop initiative and imagination, so that you may have the oppor. 
tunity freely to create, 

We will encourage your curiosity and your pride in workmanship, so that you may have 
the satisfaction that comes from achievement. 

We will provide the conditions for wholesome play that will add to your learning, to your 
social experience, and to your happiness. 

We will illustrate by precept and example the value of integrity and the importance of moral 
courage. 

We will encourage you always to seek the truth. 

We will provide you with all opportunities possible to develop your faith in God. 

We will open the way for you to enjoy the arts and to use them for deepening your under- 
standing of life. 

We will work to rid ourselves of prejudice and discrimination, so that together we may 
achieve a truly democratic society. 

We will work to lift the standard of living and to improve our economic practices, so that 
you may have the material basis for a full life. 

We will provide you with rewarding educational opportunities, so that you may develop 
your talents and contribute to a better world. 

We will protect you against exploitation and undue hazards and help you grow in health § 
and strength. 

We will work to conserve and improve family life and, as needed, to provide foster care 
according to your inherent rights. 





We will intensify our search for new knowledge in order to guide you more effectively 
as you develop your potentialities. 

As you grow from child to youth to adult, establishing a family life of your own and accept: 
ing larger social responsibilities, we will work with you to improve conditions for all 
children and youth. 

Aware that these promises to you cannot be fully met in a world at war, we ask you to join ws 
in a firm dedication to the building of a world society based on freedom, justice and mutual 
respect. 

SO MAY YOU grow in joy, in faith in God and in man, and in those qualities of vision and 
of the spirit that will sustain us all and give us new hope for the future. 


COURSES IN CHILDREN’S 
LIBRARY WORK 


Miss Miriam Wessel, head of Main Chil- For the summer session Miss Virginia 
dren’s Room, Detroit Public Library, is visit- Chase, head of Boys and Girls department, 
ing lecturer to teach library work with : 
children in the Department of Library Science : : : 
at the University of Michigan for the spring teach Library Materials in the Elementary 
semester of 1951. School and Library Work with Children. 





Carnegie Public Library, Pittsburgh, Pa., wil 


Br. ora 
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SPRING READING INSTITUTE 


MAY 11-12, 1951 
HOTEL PORTER, LANSING, MICHIGAN 


FRIDAY, MAY 11 
9 00-10 :00 Coffee 


the 


nse 


our 9 :00-11 :00 Registration 
a 10:30 Film or Records 
it 12:00 Luncheon 
the WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 
(a panel) 
" Discussion to be centered around the following aspects: 
Citizen participation 
Youth participation 
lave Other agencies 
Follow up 
Our 
TEA 
si (courtesy of the 
r Lansing Public Library) 
Guests of honor: 
Michigan Children’s Authors 
Elizabeth Howard 
der Dorothy Maywood Bird 
Other authors attending the Institute 
nay DINNER 
Guests of honor: 
hat M.L.A. President 
Speaker: 
‘lop Mrs. Morgan Vining 
SATURDAY, MAY 12 
alth 10:00 Rebecca Caudill Ayars 


Author of Tree of Freedom, etc. 
11:00 Dorothy Maywood Bird 
12:30 Luncheon 


ely § In charge of Book Committee: 
Ethel Boot, Royal Oak Public Library 
h Marjorie Brigstock, Southwestern Jr. H.S. Library, 


Battle Creek 
Dorothy Hansen, Michigan State Library, Lansing 
Elizabeth Mauerhoff, Tappan Jr. H. S., Ann Arbor 





wi } | Books OF ALL PUBLISHERS - - - 
LIBERAL LIBRARY DISCOUNTS - - - 


Magazines - - - SUBSCRIPTIONS TO ALL PUBLICATIONS 
AT LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES 


— May we serve you — — please! — 


“ THE DETROIT NEWS COMPANY 
| een 
an} DETROIT, MICH. 
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Attention!!! Children’s Librarians! 


It's Time to Join! 
the 


CHILDREN’S LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION 


Your Section 
of the 
Division of Libraries for Children 
and Young People 


of the 


American Library Association 
50 E. Huron Street 
Chicago 11, Illinois 


Make Michigan 100% 











VIRGINIA METAL PRODUCTS’ 


ADVISORY SERVICE ON BOOKSTACK EQUIPMENT 


MIDWEST INTER-LIBRARY CENTER 


In April, 1951, the Midwest Inter-Library, 
Center hopes to occupy its building at 57)) 
Cottage Grove Avenue. At that time th 
ground work will be laid for beginning th 
task of transferring material from the libra. 
ies of the thirteen participating institutions, 

It is planned to engage personnel to begin 
work at the time the building is opening jy 
order that the incoming materials may 
organized quickly and that both mail-order 
and on-the-scene services may begin as soon 
books are on the shelves. 

A teletype network will connect each par. 
ticipating library with the Center so that te. 
quest for material can be made immediately 
and items needed for research supplied to the 
requesting faculty member twenty-four hours 
after he has asked for it. 


—From First Annual Report 
(March 4, 1949 to June 30, 1950 
Ralph T. Esterquest 


Director 
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BRACKET STACKS BOOK CONVEYORS | 
PANEL STACKS — STUDY CARRELS | 
NEWSPAPER SLIDING REFERENCE | 
STACKS SHELVES 
STACK VERTICAL RECORDS | 
ACCESSORIES FILE SYSTEM | 
SEND FOR FREE LIBRARY PRODUCTS CATALOGUE. DE- 
SIGN AND PLANNING ADVICE WITHOUT OBLIGATION | 
VIRGINIA METAL PRODUCTS CORP. | 
Bookstack Division 


ORANGE, VA. 
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DO YOU BELONG TO THE MICHIGAN 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION? * 


72| 
" FIVE REASONS WHY YOU SHOULD FIVE REASONS WHY YOU 
on SHOULD NOT 
. | M.L. A. is the professional organization 
egin of your state. 1. You are not interested in the library pro- 
r in 2 The M. L. A. has pioneered in library Tession. 
be progress and is constantly studying ways . 
rder to help you professionally 2. You do not wish to improve yourself or 
” 3 Membership dues are graded according to your library professionally. 

members’ salary, so even the lowest-sala- ' ; : : ; 
Dar: ried assistant cannot say “I can’t afford 3. You do not like other librarians, or book- 
re- it”. men and do not care to meet any more. 
tel; 
th & + No matter how large or small your town 4) 
= or Library, you will gain professionally 

from the wider contacts made through - = : —— 

ML. A. i. 3 lo be filled in by individual 

) 


“You Meet Such Interesting People” at 
HY M.L.A. meetings—fellow librarians, trus- 


: , ‘ * Adapted for Michigan from a release prepared 
tees, salesmen of books and library supplies 


, : for the Massachusetts Library Association by Mrs. 
and services. And we do have fun at Hester McKeage, Librarian, Greenfield Public 
M.L.A. meetings—come and see! Library, and Chairman, Membership Committee. 





OUR NEW 1951 SPRING 
LIST IS OUT! 


Write for one! 


DON R. PHILLIPS 


PARAGON BINDINGS 


VANDALIA, MICHIGAN 
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MICHIGAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION—BUDGET 1951 


Advisory Council and Executive Board 


A.L.A. Membership __------- 


Committees, Special 


tions, Institute, Nominating, Recruiting, others) 


Committees, Standing 
Legislative 
Membership 


Planning —__- 


(Auditing, Constitution, Elections, Federal 


Re- 


S 450,00 
25.0) 
175.0 


700.00 
150.00 
100.00 


75.00 
50.00 
50.00 
25.00 


Public relations 
Publications 
Salary, Staff and Tenure —- 
Scholarship —__~- 
Total 
Conterence 
Districts ci camnainaisasataia 


Sections ....... ae. See ee 


Executive Secretary; Salary of —.....—._ i> Solem ee 
Macmean Librarian ............__.... = 
Office Expense 

Clesical and for officers ....-. ........ Pee BEET Re eee 

vam capaicns Ree San hn et es De ee -. 

Stationery and Supplies 

Treasurer’s and Executive Secretary’s Bonding Fee 

Telegraph and Telephone 

Total 


75.00 
50.00 


Centingent .......... 


ESTIMATED INCOME 1951 
Balance on hand January 1, 1951 
Including all accounts as follows: 


Bement Memorial Fund 735.60 


1,150.0) 
1000.00 
150.04 
250,00 
750,00 
2 OO0U 


200,00 
62.2! 


$6,212.21 


$3 (20.59 


Pvow Gait... -- 
Packard Trustee Fund —__- 
Scholarship Fund 

‘Tetal —. 


Balance of General M.L.A. Funds January 1, 


Estimated 


Dues, 
Dues, 


Dues 


income for 195] 
Institutional 
Personal 

. Trustee ___- 


200.00 
773.47 
124.31 
1,833.38 


1,187.21 


450.00 


3,000.00 


200.00 


$50.00 
25.00 
500.00 


Advertising in Michigan Librarian 
Subscriptions and sales of Michigan Librarian 
Registration Fees 1951 Conference 
‘Total ne eee ee ee OE A REY ED 
GRAND TOTAL OF ESTIMATED FUNDS FOR 1951 


Copies of the MICHIGAN LIBRARY DIRECTORY are available from Mrs. Wylie. the 


Executive Secretary of M.L.A., at 25¢. 


5 ()25.(00) f 


When you buy from our advertisers, please mention THE MICHIGAN LIBRARIAN. 
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Michiga 
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Advisory 
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Ee 
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January 1 — December 31, 1950 


Balance on hand January 1, 1950 


SATA COTE BONUREI oe le 


Dues 


| es EP ee er ee se 


MICHIGAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION—TREASURER’S REPORT 


amnnn=f 4$O00) 


NE eee Sy Leer ee ee eS ee IT ee a 3,039.50 


NIE ee 2 yg eh ee ae ee ee 


70 Real De al wn ee SA tr el ave MIBNN Pe SEN ete tver we avs SU eRe yD 


Conterence a ae wae eee ee am See ee Ne a a> a en OS SD Se ee Se a a nak a UO ew eS Oe ee PO 
District 3 i-inr en a i sc i ts i a mn tte nat ee iii ana 
I a ae I co ale ee 
Michigan Librarian 
ee eee ee ER RO ee ee ee eee eee ae eee eae PEE ae 
SMNTININTONNNS UNI” BONERS So a 
Refund from. Sturgis: Prmtme Co... ........~...-..........-: 
RI ko a a EN a a ee ee 
Packard Trustee Fund (from Trustee dues) ~------__--__--_______- 
SRT ENRURND «2a Do se eae a 
lotal Receipts ciara lca leas hcuieas ab iia Cates ws aipantne areal jak si iiabanstge de aUaanieetheiesinnts 
CEI CPA: oi ne ee 


DISBURSEMENTS 


Miveeey Council and Executive Board: ....................-..... 


CTT Fe 


Bement Memorial Fund 
Committees 


Auditing, Constitution, etc. _---...---_-----_-___________ 


Elections 
Legislative 
Membership 
Total 
Conference 
Districts 1, 2, 4-7 
District 3 
Executive Secretary 
Michigan Librarian 
Office Expenses 
Postage and Express 
Stationery and Supplies 
Telegraph and Telephone — 
Treasurer's Bonding Fee 
jin eee eens 
Packard Trustee Fund 
Scholarship Fund 
Sections 


$67.24 
26.60 
i250 


279.55 

50.85 
690.46 
168.53 


18.00 
52.00 

3.50 
12.50 


NOTICE—May 1 is the deadline for the June MICHIGAN LIBRARIAN. 


$2,540.78 


4 
8. 


oo) 
bour 


0 


wwe 
yim 
— SS 
oe 


2] 
84 
200.00 


906.34 
231.00 

95.64 
766.53 


9,307.31 


~ 


314.43 
25.00 
300.00 


189.39 
692.50 
121.92 
25.00 
817.41 
934.30 


$6.00 
316.58 
51.59 
112.60 : 
6,286.72 


Please notify the Executive Secretary of M.L.A. in case of the following: 1—Change of 
address. 2—Failure to receive THE MICHIGAN LIBRARIAN. Address Mrs. Margaret 
Wylie, 341 Southlawn, East Lansing. 


March 1951 








RECAPITULATION 


Total receipts including all funds 

January | — December 31, 1950 
Total disbursements 

January 1 — December 31, 1950 

Balance on hand December 31, 1950 
Bement Memorial Fund 735.60 
Fyan Fund 200.00 
General M. L. A. Funds __-_- 1,187.21 
Packard Trustee Funds ___- Sees Sasha ih eee ee 773.47 
Scholarship Fund 

Total 
Packard Trustee Fund 

Balance on hand January 1, 1950 

Receipts (from Trustee dues) 

Transferred from M.L.A. General funds __-_--._------------ 

Disbursements 


Balance on hand December 31, 1950 





PERMA BOUND. CELLO BUCK -DURO TUFF 


LIBRARY BINDINGS 
Send for our 195] Catalog 





yc 32 PAGES 


CATALOG 
L-SI 
° 
wnt Comite a DESCRIBING OVER 600 CHILDREN’S BOOKS IN 30 SERIES 
WILCOX & FOLLETT Co. PLUS 
A COMPLETE GRADED SECTION CLASSIFYING BOOKS 
INTO AGE GROUPS 














WILCOX & FOLLETT CO. siescottias 
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